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Chief Justice Jean Hoefer Toal received her J.D. in 1968 from the 
University of South Carolina Law School where she served as 
Managing Editor, Leading Articles Editor, and Book Review Editor 
of the South Carolina Law Review. Chief Justice Toal practiced 
law for 20 years prior to her election to the South Carolina Supreme 
Court. She began her service as an Associate Justice on the 
Supreme Court of South Carolina on March 17, 1988. She was re-
elected in February of 1996 and was installed as Chief Justice on 
March 23, 2000 for the balance of the term ofher predecessor, 
which expired June 30, 2004. She was again re-elected in February 
of 2004 and was installed as Chief Justice on June 9, 2004, for a 
ten-year term. She is the first and only woman to serve as a Justice 
of the South Carolina Supreme Court. 
The Edith House 
Lecture Series in the Law 
"Women in the Law" 
Presented by 
Chief Justice Jean Toal 
Supreme Court of South Carolina 
Thursday, March 24, 2005 
3:30p.m. 
Hatton Lovejoy Courtroom, School of Law 
Welcome ........ .... .. .............................. ..... .. ....... ........ ... Amy Godfrey 
WLSA Vice-President 
Introductory Remarks .. .......... ............ ......... ...... ... .. .. ... Mandi Ballard 
WLSA President 
Introduction ofLecturer ............. ...... ........ .. ......... .. ..... . David Shipley 
Thomas R.R. Cobb Professor of Law 
Lecture ................ .......... ............ ....... .... ........ . Chief Justice Jean Toal 
South Carolina Supreme Court 
Questions and Answers ...... ... ... .. ......... .. ........ Chief Justice Jean Toal 
Conclusion ......... ...... ....... ..... ....................... ....... ...... ... Amy Godfrey 
Reception to follow in the Rotunda 
Hirsch Hall, University of Georgia School of Law 
Women Law Students Association-
University of Georgia, School of Law 
As one of the largest law student organizations, the 
Women Law Students Association provides educational, 
professional, and social events that benefit all students, with a 
focus on women in law. Past activities include panels such as 
"Women in the Legal Profession: A View from the Bench," 
co-sponsored with the Black Law Students Association, 
lectures such as "Making it to the Top: What Every Woman 
(and Man) Should Know about the Business of Law Firms," 
presented by Lind Klein, former President of the Georgia Bar 
Association, and the annual faculty-student wine and cheese 
social. The highlight ofWLSA's yearly schedule is the Edith 
House Lecture. 
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Edith House 
Edith Elizabeth House, a native of Winder, Georgia, was co-
valedictorian of the Class of 1925, and one of the first two 
women to graduate from the University of Georgia School of 
Law. Following graduation, Ms. House practiced law for four 
years in Clearwater, Florida. She was the appointed as an 
Assistant United States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Florida, and held that post for the next thirty years. When the 
Southern District was subdivided to create the new Middle 
District, Ms. House was appointed to the post of United States 
Attorney for the new Southern District. Ms. House retired in 
1963. She lived in Jacksonville, Florida until her death in 1987. 
It is in her honor that this lecture series is dedicated. 
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